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“Fall Remembers Summer”

Our DFGC upcoming fall schedule will be definitely be in-
fluenced by all the activities that occurred this summer. No
quiet, lazy summer for DFGC with meetings for the CAR
Conference, DFGC Board, Club Presidents and a CAR
Flower Show workshop. Yes, our actual gardens may be a
little neglected but the virtual roots of coming events are
well developed due to the careful planning, great coordina-

tion and dedication of all the chairmen involved. Special thanks to Mary Noel and
Lisa Arni our CAR Conference Chairmen plus Elizabeth Kramarck and Elva
Davidson, CAR Flower Show Chairmen. DFGC is grateful to these Chairmen and
those that are serving under them for giving up their “quiet, lazy summer” to make
sure we have one fabulous and memorable CAR Conference. I am so proud of all
the DFGC club members who volunteered to help with the conference activities
and hostess duties. Garden club guests from our seven sister states will certainly be
welcomed, educated and entertained in a grand manner that only DFGC members
know how to do. Am I a little prejudiced about our members? You bet!

The November 19, 2014 DFGC Membership Meeting at Dover Downs will cap off
our whirlwind fall activities. Come join us in the Diamond Room for a 9AM work-
shop on houseplants with Jane Adams, club sales tables and our usual coffee/ sweet
treats. Our DFGC Club Presidents have been assigned the task of doing the table
floral centerpieces. Although a bit unsure of their design talents, I am confident our
hardworking Presidents will create unique and lovely holiday baskets. Clubs may
also earn points towards the President’s Standard of Excellence Award by bringing
Christmas designs and wreaths of any type for display. Our speaker will be Greg
Tepper, Executive Director of the new Botanic Garden at Pepper Creek in Sussex
County. It promises to be an exciting program with Greg showing us the plants and
designs planned for this unusual public garden.

I look forward to seeing all of us you at both DFGC events this fall. Club participa-
tion this year in all our activities has been exceptional. I am very pleased and proud
of our federation. Your involvement makes the DFGC family closer and stronger.
Thank you!

Let’s Grow and Bloom
Together!

Dottie Howatt



DFGC MEETING November 19, 2014, 10 AM

Dover Downs Hotel & Casino– Diamond Room
1131 N. DuPont Hwy, Dover, DE 19903

“The New Delaware Botanic Gardens at Pepper Creek”
Greg Tepper, Director of Horticulture at

Delaware Botanic Gardens at Pepper Creek
Host Club: Sprig & Twig

Cost: $25.00
Registration Deadline: Friday, November 7

(to accommodate Veteran’s Day holiday on the 11th)
Registrar:

Ms. Lorie Mahar
118 Royal Grant Way
Dover, DE 19901
(302) 697-9157
mahar@comcast.net

DFGC Holiday Floral Design Display & Competition
To be displayed and judged at the

November 19, 2014 DFGC General Membership Meeting, Dover Downs Hotel, Dover, DE
All clubs are encouraged to participate. Clubs may have more than one floral design. Besides
points on the Standard of Excellence sheet, the design exhibits will be judged by NGC Judges,

and awarded additional monetary awards for the top scoring four exhibits.

Theme - “Happy Holidays”
1. Design may be any type, traditional or creative. Designs, including wreaths, may portray any
fall or winter holiday including New Years. Container or wreath form/type is designer choice.
Backgrounds or trifolds allowed but not required. Exhibitor to provide support for background if
used. Exhibitor to provide easel or other type support for a wreath.

2. Exhibit may be the work of one or more club members unless an accredited judge seeking an
exhibiting credit.

3. No artificial plant material (silk, plastic, paper, ceramic, glass etc.)

4. Fresh plant material (including fruits and vegetables) may not be surface treated in any man-
ner including the use of plant shines, shellac, glitter, dyes or spray paint.

5. Dried/dead plant material may be surface treated with shellac, glitter, dyes, spray paint, etc.

6. Accessories/ribbons/battery operated lights allowed.

7. A 3”x 5” card is required listing the plant material used. Common and/or botanical names may
be used.

8. Clubs must sign up with Dottie Howatt by November 1, 2014. Ph.302-235-1462 de-
howatt@aol.com

For ideas and more information please contact Dottie Howatt

NGC SCALE OF POINTS
FOR JUDGING DESIGNS

Conformance 20 pts.
Design Qualities 42 pts.
Artistic Concept 12 pts.
Expression of Theme 10 pts.
Distinction 16 pts.

TOTAL 100 pts.



Club Award applications are due 11/11/14. Clubs who do projects in Nov/
Dec will get an extended application deadline of 12/15 if they request the
extended deadline by 11/11/14. Award time period covered is Jan 1, 2014 to
Dec 31, 2014. Award applications (first place winners) deemed qualified may
be sent on to NGC or CAR. Clubs can still compile award applications specific
to NGC or CAR based on award requirements and submit them to me by 12/15.
Only 1 application per club size may be forwarded by the State awards commit-
tee to NGC or CAR. Club size (NGC and CAR) requirements vary. Award ap-
plications will not be returned if they are submitted for a higher award to either
National Garden Club or the Central Atlantic Region.

“Destination Delaware 2014”

Our CAR Conference will be in full swing on Octo-
ber 26 – 28th at the Dover Downs Hotel & Ca-
sino. Thank You to all the clubs and garden club
members that have worked on this conference. As it
takes many flowers to make a garden, it takes many
workers to make a conference a success. We could
still use clerks at the registration desk and or be a
hostess at one of the meals. Please call Mary Noel
302-337-1054 or email mhnoel@earthlink.net or Lisa
Arni 302-537-6238 Lma2010@verizon.net if
you are available to help.

AWARDS

From Dottie:
Many thanks to Regina Brown, 2013-2015 Nominating Committee
Chairman, and her committee Jane Adams and Lois Gillespie for all their
hard work. This committee has assembled an outstanding slate of DFGC
nominees for 2015-2017. The slate was presented at the June DFGC
General Membership Meeting and DFGC members will cast their vote at
the November General Membership Meeting.

2013-2015 Nominating Committee
Regina Brown, Chairman
Jane Adams
Lois Gillespie

Nominees for DFGC Officers 2015-2017
President Elect: Marty Rushlow
First Vice President: Lisa Arni
Second Vice President: Connie Raymond
Recording Secretary: Elaine Hickey
Corresponding Secretary: Pat Torelli
Treasurer: Ginny Cardona

2015-2017 Nominating Committee
Dottie Howatt, Chairman
Regina Brown



OCTOBER 2014 A Gardener’s Notebook :
by Kathe Worrell

Transition of Three Seasons, Ants, & Houseplants

I call October the “uncomfortable month”. It truly represents a triumvirate of
seasons. Yesterday I had the air conditioning on because the humidity was at
94% & it felt like I was walking through an invisible fog steaming up my
glasses like late-stage cataracts. The temperature was not even that high, just
unbearably muggy, but enough for me to reach for my inhaler. My breath
seemed to come in labored huffs as I gazed, groomed, & grazed my way
around the front garden. Sweat dripping from my hairline meandered across
my dewy sun-screened forehead like a Cotswold rill’s course mid-year. Wait
for it! There, the salty cascade released the stubborn drops through eyebrow &
lid to further decimate my vision. Stinging like an angry yellow-jacket, my
eyes caused a sudden cessation of garden activity while I danced around look-
ing for my flour-sack drying cloth. Summer persists.

Then there is the sudden chilly rainfall for two days making me contemplate
turning on the heater for the first time
since late winter. I thought our frost
date was closer to Halloween glazing
the field pumpkins in time for the tradi-
tional carving. Yet every morning at
5:00 am I check my I-pad’s current

weather for my exact zip code (19350), praying my flowers make it one more
day. Tonight calls for 49 degrees, so those houseplants that do not like tem-
peratures below 55 degrees need to be rescued. I need to dig out my sweat
shirts. Autumn nips.

October can also be perfection. I so adore those days of absolute balance when
the surrounding ambient air exactly matches my body temperature. I am un-
aware of the difference between my lung’s exhalation & the pleasant warmth
enveloping my senses. Within this seamless stroll, I see with the clarity of field
glasses zoning in on that wondrous bird over there. Perceptions heightened, I
observe a greater depth of field & intense hues that surely inspired the Impres-
sionists on such a day. It is of these special & rare moments that I dream about
all winter. My camera cries from its inability to capture this profound & lucid
experience. Transition is fleeting.

And still the cricket’s song persists. “Not dead yet!” he seems to chirp. Will
they ever cease? Instead they get louder, increasing as in a crescendo, trying to
pack in the last few warm days with all the noise they have left. I know that
some people think it is lucky to have a cricket in the house, but I don’t. If one,
perchance, should slip by me & hide in some dusky corner, I shall know him
by his tweet (no, not that one). Be forewarned that if heard at regular intervals,
it may be time to change the batteries in your smoke detector.

Most vacationing houseplants are

tropical & prefer 60+ degrees.

When nights dip lower, it’s time to

hog-tie those beauties & lug ‘em

back indoors. Plants resent too

much temperature change & will

“The brilliant contrast of dancing…
trees… gives the eye the delight that is
at the root of impressionism.”
~ Gertrude Jekyll: Garden Ornament,
1927

Easy Ant Extermination Method:
Do you have “salty” or “sweet” ants? Fill 2 jar lids
with food they like; i.e. honey or crushed potato chips.
Place nearby. You should see a result within 24 hours.

Mix ½ cup of preferred bait food
1 ½ Tablespoons of Borax
Add to 1 ½ cups warm water.
& soak cotton balls. Leave them out in the jar lids.



show their displeasure by dropping leaves. To prevent this mess, don’t wait too

long. Just remember to check them for hitch-hiking pests first. Peek under all

leaves & stems. Pick off any bugs you can & drop into soapy water. Mix 1 tea-

spoon of liquid soap like Ivory (not detergent) with one quart warm water.

Spray plants with this safe solution. Have a large bucket or tub of warm water

handy & submerge the whole pot for 10 minutes. This will flush out the soil.

Dab anything white with an alcohol-laced Q-tip. Throw together your window

display & enjoy.



OUR CLUBS

News from the Barefoot Gardeners

With the advent of the cooler autumn
season, the Barefoot Gardeners welcome the
gardening opportunities that the cooler season offers. At
the Club’s September meeting the guest speaker was
Diane Crom, who brought a wonderful presentation on
tulip, daffodil and other bulbs planted in the fall. Her
presentation included a slide show that contained pictures
from the Keukenhof Garden in Amsterdam, reportedly
“the most beautiful spring garden in the world”.
Additional fall activities that the Club has on its calendar

involve: being treated to a wine sampling at the Club’s October meeting,
attending the Central Atlantic Region National Garden Clubs’ Conference in
Dover, DE, attending the Delaware Federated Garden Clubs’ meeting in
November and the Club’s annual Fall Party and Fund Raiser in November.
Look for future news from the Barefoot Gardeners about their 2015 activities:
its annual plant sale in May, the educational sessions with young girls and boys
in the Fenwick Island, DE, Town Park and new for 2015, a garden tour of gar-
dens in and around Fenwick Island, DE, planned for October 2015.

One of the Barefoot Gardeners’ year-round projects has been the plant-
ing and ongoing maintenance of the landscaping/gardens of Justin’s Beach
House in Bethany Beach, Delaware. Justin’s Beach House is a respite home at
the beach for families with cancer. The House provides a place for the families
to relax, away from doctors and hospitals, yet close to the soothing sounds and
ripples of the ocean. Justin Jennings, the young man after whom the house is
named, was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor at age 18, and 2 years later
he lost the battle against the cancer. Justin had spent summers in the Bethany
Beach area as he was growing up, and his family wanted to honor his desire to
help others by creating the foundation that has been able to build Justin’s Beach
House and keep it available for other families who need the respite it provides.
One visitor to Justin’s Beach House website, www.justinjennings.org, and
subsequently, the actual House, was another young man, Jake Maggid, who
decided to make the garden a special project of his, and he was able to raise a
sizeable monetary donation. Through the efforts of a Barefoot Gardeners’
member, Bonnie Zonko, who became involved with the initial planting of
“Justin’s Garden”, and has continued to provide coordination of the Club’s
involvement in the care and upkeep of that garden, the Club has been able to
contribute to this wonderful effort. Some before and after pictures of the garden
and landscaping follow.



These pictures were taken on Friday, Sept. 19th at Heritage Assisted Living in
Dover where Potpourri Garden Club members assisted residents in making fall
arrangements. Diane Crom from Potpourri is chair of our garden therapy program
and arranges for us to be at Heritage several times a year. We believe our mem-
bers gain more from the experience than the residents. It is a rewarding program.

Potpourri Garden Club



Brandywine Garden Club participated in a Family Fun Night at the Brandy-
wine Hundred Library, helping the children make bookmarks,

In

September we had a speaker on Gardens in the United Kingdom, so we all
dressed up, hats and gloves, and had a fancy lunch with tea sandwiches and
fancy des- serts.

Last week we had a workshop to make the golden pinecone angels which will
be demonstrated at the CAR workshop and will be for sale at the Federation
meeting.

Brandywine Garden Club



Sussex Gardeners

In September the Sussex Gardeners took a bus trip to the Chanticleer estate.
Twenty-five of us enjoyed the spectacular garden of early 20th-century, when

land along the Main Line of the
Pennsylvania Railroad was devel-
oped for summer homes to escape
the heat of Philadelphia. Adolph
Rosengarten, Sr., and his wife
Christine chose the Wayne-St.
Davids area to build their country
retreat. The family's pharmaceutical
firm would become part of Merck &
Company in the 1920s. We lunched
at Bella’s in Wayne.



Gardeners by the Sea

LORD BALTIMORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

TO MAKE SURE THE RETURNING STUDENTS AT Lord Baltimore Elementary
love returning to their school, the Gardeners By The Sea members, Joan Sandone, Pat
Drizd, Kathy Lesperance, Martha Gallagher, and Pat Sharp, manicured the front and
buffer gardens by cutting back shrubs and perennials, cleaned up all the debris. The
buffer garden is filling in well and even the cactus looks good. The Rain Garden is

still blooming with the
help of eliminating those
persistent phragmites.
The weeds were pulled
and discarded. The chil-
dren can enjoy the
beauty of nature.

NEW MEMBERS’
TEA

On September 4th the
Hospitality Chair, Lisa
Arni, hosted a New
Members’ Tea for four

new members of Gardeners By The Sea Garden Club. New Members that attended
were Rosemarie Kistenmacher, Jennifer Read, Judy Teoli and Audrey Young with
three Membership committee members, Lisa Arni, Kathy Lesperance and Sheryl
Swed. Maureen Eisenhart, President of GBTS, also attended.
The atmosphere of small sand-
wiches and cakes with oriental
herbal teas gives a lovely warmth to
the orientation of our club. The
four members joined one or more of
our committees which brings life to
our Garden Club.

A good time was had by all.

BEACH CLEANUP

On September 20th eight people in
our GBTS group helped DNREC’s program to clean up the Bethany Beach sands and
dunes from Pennsylvania Avenue to Sea Colony. We collected trash and recorded
what we collected. Several groups scoured other sections for DNREC. This program
provides beautification of our natural resources for all.



GARDEN GATE GARDEN CLUB
Invites you to join us for our

41st annual Auction and Luncheon
“Harvest”

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 at 10:00 AM
At the Wilmington Country Club

4825 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, DE 19807
$35 per person

Participate in our Silent (10-11) and Live (11-12) Auctions
Bring home goodies from our Pantry

Enjoy nature in the Plant Center
Try your luck with the Raffle

New this year: VISA/Master Card Accepted for your purchases

RSVP by November 3rd
Rita Rutherford 901 Stuart Road, Wilmington, DE 19807
Please make checks payable to Garden Gate Garden Club

Nativity Prep – Pictures of some of the activities of the Nativity Prep Community Pro-
ject for 2014

April 4th Amy Johnson, Lindsay Lancaster and Lee Kallos braved the cold weather
to help the students plant the spring cold crop.

April 4th students planting seeds of Spinach, Arugula, Lettuce and Radishes with
Lindsay Lancaster one of the instructors from “Healthy Food for Healthy Kids’
and President David Kubacki of Nativity Prep.

May 12th the first harvest with Amy Johnson, our Project Chair, helping the stu-
dents collect the crop.

May 12th three students harvesting radishes.
June 16th Anne Aleman, Libby Trammell and Lee Kallos watering the finished pro-

ject of planting the summer crop.
June 16th the summer crop of tomatoes, eggplant, butternut squash, peppers and

melon including herbs: parsley, basil, chives, oregano and thyme. All the pro-
duce was donated. All of the herbs are still growing in one of the bed.



The Laurel DE Garden Club, has been planting this small corner Park in Laurel
for several years. We maintain the garden for three seasons hoping to have some
bloom through the year. Our members volunteer to do the hands-on care.

A Fall Fling
You and your guests are invited to our

Annual Auction Luncheon

November 5, 2014

The Duncan Center

Morning buffet of coffee, tea and juice
along with assorted danish

9:00 am – Auction preview
10:00 – Live auction begins
11:30 – Silent auction closes

11:30 – Lunch

Menu
Harvest salad

Chicken crepe with creamy mushroom and spinach sauce
Apple and cranberry crisp with whipped cream

Tickets: $22
Money raised help us support local charities and award scholarships to graduating high
school seniors or college students studying horticulture, plant science and other related
areas.

Laurel Garden Club

Sprig and Twig


